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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

FROM . Raymond A. Warren
- _ Chief, Latin America Division
TVIA . - ¢ Deputy Director for Operations
. ‘SUBJECT. : : .Citatidné from Robert Dietz Morrow's:Bcok,

"Betrayal"™ in "Midnight," a Weekly Tabloid,
entitled, "How CIA Plot to Kill Castro
Backfired" ‘ 4 ) :

' REFERENCE ° : Memorandum for DCI from C/LA, Subject:
o "possible Accusations Against the CIA,"
Dated 31 Ju1y31976 - , - _

g
h

1. Attached is 'a copy of Subject article from the’
2 August 1976 edition of the tabloid "Midnight."

_ 2. Also attached is a copy of a 24 March 1976 memorandum P
for the Deputy Director for Administration from the Director. o it e
of Security relative to Robert Dietz Morrow. This memo
indicates that Mr. Morrow was granted a Secret contract
clearance in September 1962 for use by.the Office of Commu-
nications which contracted ‘with Morrow Products, Baltimore,
Maryland, to produce an adapter which would greatly reduce
interference on radio receivers. The adapter was delivered
in February 1963 and found to be worthless and the contract
was terminated. Subsequently, Morrow became involved with
Mario GARCIA Kohly and made the plates from which Kohly

" produced counterfeit Cuban pesos. Morrow and his wife,
Cecily, were arrested along with Kohly by the Secret Service
on 1 October 1963. At that time Morrow told the Secret . :
Service that he had become associated with a "certain agent"
after building a device which he demonstrated to €IA.
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3. To our knowledge the allegations in Subject article
have no basis in fact nor did we have any relationship with
Jack Ruby, Clay Shaw or Lee Harvey Oswald.

T e
Signed

Raymona 4. farren

Raymond A.. Warren

2 Attachments, a/é

cc: DDCI
CONCUR: '

Gzerga T. Halerin , 285 <
Chief, Counterintelligence Staif Date

Theodoras G, Shaclley : Lo
. . for — R e
Deputy Director for Operations Date
{
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligencei

FROM

1.

2.

- John H. Waller
Ins pector General

BT

SUBJECT ’ s Washmgton Star Story, 1 October 1976

This is for your information only.

On 1 October 1976 the Washington Star published a news

story with an Associated Press credit line, headlined CIA .

Viewed Oswald As Information Source (copy attached). The

lead stated:

_ Contrary to sworn testimony, the CIA once con-
sidered using presidential assassin L.ee Harvey:

. Oswald as a source of intelligence information
about the Soviet Union, accordmg to a newly
released CIA document,

In sworn testimony before the Warren Commission,
former CIA Director Richard Helms said the
Agency never had '"or even contemplated' any
contacts with Oswald.

The news story, in another section, made the following
statement:

The November 25, 1963, memo explained that
the Agency's interest in. Oswald as a potential
intelligence scurce was due to his "unusual
behavior in the USSR " to which he had dcfectod
in 1959,
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‘3. There was such a memorandum, written by a case
officer then stationed in Paris, recently released under FOIA.
Writing three days after President Kennedy's assassination,
this case officer recalled that there had been interest in Oswald

As soon as I had heard Oswald's name, I recalled.
that as Chief of the 6 Branch I had discussed --
sometime in the summer of 1960 -- with the then
Chief and Deputy Chief of the 6 Research Section

the laying on of interview (s) through KUJUMP or

other suitable channels . . .

I remember that Oswald's unusual behavior in the
USSR had struck me from the moment I had read
the first ODACID dispatch on him, and I told my
subordinates something amounting to "Don't push
too hard to get the information we need, because

© this individual looks odd, "

+ » « « .Ido not know what action developed there-
after . . . .

4. The Helms testimony before the Warren Commission
on this subject was.as follows:

Mr. Helms. On Mr. McCone's behalf, I had all

our records searched to see if there had been

any contacts at any time prior to President Kennedy's
assassination by anyone in the Central Intelligence

. Agency with Lee Harvey Oswald. We checked our

card files and our personal files and all ocur records,

Now this check turned out to be negative. In addition
I got in touch with those officers who were. in positions
of responsibility at the times in question to see if
anybody had any recollection of any contact having
even been suggested with this man., This also turned
out to be negative, so there is no material in the
Central Intelligence Agency, either in the records or
in the mind of any of the individuals, that there was
any contact had or even contemplated with him.
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MIVARANTON FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
FROM : Ravmond A. Warren
Chief, Latin America Division
VIA : Deputy Director for Operations
SUBJECT : Possible Accusations Against the CIA

- . e

1. On 30 July 1976 at 1630 hours, Latin Amevica Division
; was advised by Mr. Tom VWhite of the Office of Legislative
Counsel that he had just talked on the phone to & stdff aide
of Representative Thomas Downing,; Democrat of Virginia. The
staff aide told White that Representative Downing had just
received information from a Mr. Robert Morrow, author of a
rocent book (Betraval) on the Jchn F. Xennedy assassination.
Moi ided *his ali S : ey T & -
Morrow provided tnis alieged information to the Los Angeiles
Times, New York Times, a Richmond newspaper {(Times or Newsieader,
perhaps]), and others. ‘According to this information, which
the staff aide said is to appear in the ‘New York Times on
Sunday, 1 .Adugust: - : o .

a. President Richard Nixon promised a Mr. Mario
GARCIA Kohly that if an invasion of Cuba were successiul;
Nixon would arrange that all Cuban leftists outside
Cuba would be killed. 'The implication was that these
killings would be carried out by the CIA.~

b. British overflights from the Bahamas Showed
that there were Soviet missiles in Cuba as early as
1960, and.they were not removed until 1964. President
Kennedy ¥new of this information, but withheld it {rom
the public. : .

2. The staff aide said that Representative. Downing plans
to call a press conference on Monday, 2 August, to disclose
the above information, but not neccessarily to attest to its
accuracy. _ S -
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3. icccvif§5 e CTN rrcerds, Mario GARCIA Kohly was
PoTnoon do o July 1oLl oin SAavina., He is g Zoruer Cuban business-
fonoand vhe sen of o former Inban Snbaszador to Spzin. Since
1887 ho how atteapted to gzin officizl U.S. Government support,
and the support of foreign governmsnts, for various grandicse
schamas to overthrow Fidel Castre. - In pursuit of this goal,
ke has used numercus high~lisvel government contacts in an
effort to associate himself with tha CIA. In April 1964
Garcia was sehtenced to one year in prison for forging Cuban
currenc)y to introduce into Cuba to depress the econcny. He
clalied he did this with the knowiedge of the CIA and the
U.S. Governnmant CIA denied any kuncwledge of Garcia. This .
Agency has had no operational relationship with Garcia.

/s! George V. Lauder
. : %ﬂf :
. - ~ Raymond A. Warren'

cc: DDCI S L . :

. CONCUR:

LS
-
A
-
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‘Deputy Director for OpexatwonJ - Date
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® How CiA

~y HARRY ALTSHULER
MIDNIGHY Staff Writer

The CIA and Fidel Castro were
both betting on the same agent
- and Castro won.

The ClA plotted to murder Cas-
tro by using a Cuban agent
code-named Am/Lash, who
agreed to lead a coup 1o overturn
the Castro government.

But Amy Lash wirs 2 double ngent.
A longtime faithiul pal of Castro,
aamed Rolando Cubelo, he took the
CIA s mongy —— and spitled its plans-
mto Castro’s ear.

inangry retaliation, Castro set up
the asxussination of President John
F. Kennedy.

Thit is the story — alremly long-
koown in some Washington vircles
~ behind the reopening of the fle
on JFK s murder.

But the truth muy he even more
comples. Now i furmer CIA operis
tive, Robert . Morrow, has spilled
o dozen yeurs of seerets into a confessional book, **Be.
trayal,” published by the Henry Regnery Co.. Chicago.
Lee Hurvey Oswald was not the assassin, Morrow -
Seria, '

Oswald was just the chump set up to take the blare, while
the real Killers escuped. -

According to Morrow, Oswild was a small-time CIA em-

T

ROBERT

assassination. Three men fired at JFK he claims.

Mannlicher rifle he was ordered to buy before the .

4

CiA blamed Kennedy
for Bay Of Pigs failure.

[ PN

l

‘Kennedy
Was
Trying
To Get
Casiro,

But =°
Castro
Gof To

"Him Firsy
—L B

ployee, working unider orders. He hud noides whit it was all

JOHNSON' refused to
spill any details.

1 about or where his own actions fitied injo the picture,

|

A group inside the CLA itself. working closely with s
gruntled Cuban exiles. plotted the assasbination, sayS#or.
row. '

Oswald’s boss wis another ClA employee. Jack Ruby,
Ruby knew the scope of the plot and wanted no et of it,
Uut Ruby had a racket of his own on theside., Jrug-running
from Cuba, It made him vuinerable o blackmail,

Ruby was the Datlas nightclub operaior whe walked up i
Oswald and. as the nation watched on TV, shot him at close o
‘vinge. Ruby too is now diead, but his claim was he performed
the act out of love for the dead President. Morrow says this
is the truth about Ruby:

“He was ordered to liguidute Oswald, 1o keep his mouth
shut, und threatened with a jail sentence on o drug churge if
he hesitated. LT .

What did the CLA cuhal have wgpinst JFR? Morrow ex-
plains the C1A group and its Cuban exile friends blumed
Keanedy for the Bay of Pigs invasion Luilure, And they
charged him with playing politics in the Cuban mivsile erisis,

*“1f our President and his brother sit on the missile infor-
migtion, he won'tlive through his first term, " Morrow heard
from an insider. .

The CIA-Cuban exile plotters regurded JFK as a traitor.
They felt he wasn't ready cnough to battle Custro, whom
they saw us a deadly menuce 10 the U.S.

Their first plan was 0 ruin Castro by cotaterfeiting
Cuban currency to smash the economy. They were nunning
their counterfeiting operation with U S, government funds
and salaries, but naturally they had to keep it dark trom the
White House. .

- Their secrecy succeeded too well — for the Seeret Serv-
ice broke in and arrested them as ordinary counterfeiters. |
Morow himself was handed a lwo-yeur sentence, sus-
pended. in connection with the scheme.

The insiders felt the White House had interfered with
their last hope — short of violence - of breaking Castro.

*If we can‘t get Castro because of the President, we'll ges
the President first, so we can get at Castrs,” one of them
warned Morrow, Lo amitan et

The kingpin of the group. his bovk says. was Clay Shaw,

> b ¥
,Mmy" L.

e I i
L
kR

ROLANDOQ CUBELQ, left; Cuban Police Chief,

Havana University Pre;ident.“lluan Marinetio, in the ea(ly days of the Castro viciory.

ROLANDO CUBELO, a

with the beard and cigar, wore his arm in aslin

as a result of wounds he received in the Pres

dential Palace takeover in Havana on Castro
behalf.

now dead. a New Orleans businessman who was a power
the CIA. Morrow quotes him as declaring: **The assassin
tion of 2 President may seem a monstrous act, but not it ¢
alternative is an Americy under communist rule...*

Long ufterward. Shaw was indicted on u conspirac
charge. and acquitted as innocent,

But meanwhile. as Morrow tells it, the plot went ahe:
Oswald was picked as the fall guy, to be fed to the polis
while the men who actually fired the shots in Datlas th:
Nov. 22 pot away. -

This part uf the story fits in with recent Senate Inte’
gence Committee revelutions of two Cuba-connected fu,
tives fullowing the assassination, QOne fled Texas for Mexi.
the same day. and a Cubu-bound airliner was held back :
he scrambled aboard.

. The other reached Mexico the following day. and w
immediately Nown out 1o Cuba on an airliner with ao otk
pussengers.

According to Morrow, these were the men with Mar
licher rifles similur to the oae Oswild owned, who fired
the President from hidden vantuge points. The explanati
that there was more thin one man liring accounts for .
puzszling profusion of wounds, . \ .

if the truth was known or suspected in Washington, wt
has it been so long coming into the open? ,

Current talk in the nation's capital is that the first ones
realize Castro™s involvement had @ terrible fear that if !
were openty accused. it would lead to a confrontation wi

possibly the nuclesr holocaust 1+

his hacker, Russin —
whole workd dreaded.

S0 they Kept quict — even the man in the White Hous.
Lyndon B..Johnwon, - ‘

News commentator Howard K. Smith has now revealed
contidential conversition with Johnson, long ago.

00 telt you snencthing ahout Kennedy's murder thut wi
rock you," Johnson confided. “Keanedy was trying to g
Castra, dut Castro 0t to him firse,"

Smith admits, **1 was rocked all right. begged for detils
but he refused. suaving it will all come out some duy.”

True enough, there huve been rumars for yeurs, in MID
NIGHT and ehewhere, despite the massive eiforts 1o bur
investigation under the Warren Report,

The C1A and the FBE were naturally reluctant to let
workl find out they had been booby-trupped by a doubi-

3
agent.

Fhey dida’t even want to think about the truth — thut
wiis the CIA plonting agsins Castro thst Ted 1o the dewh <
the Amctican Presdent.

Fhit wars why the CLA and the FREKept secrets from the

Wiarren Commission i even failed 10 fullow up leuds 5.
igar ot what they might leurn,
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5. Mr. Helms did state exactly the words quoted in the
news story -- ''or even contemplated.'* But the context of
those words was what was reported to him as the result of
a search of records and memories. To this day those
familiar with the extensive Oswald records state that there

. is no reflection in those records that anyone even undertook

to propose or approve a contact with Oswald. It would have
been natural to do so, but apparently any such thoughts did
not progress to formal action. From the memorandum

" quoted, it is apparent that someone at Branch level did think

about it, even if nothing ever came of it. This hardly con-
stitutes a responsible or official or serious ""contemplation't
of the idea. Mr. Helms' full statement on this point seems
literally correct in the full context of his statement, although
more refined qualifications might have reiterated the basis
for bis conclusions. The news story is misleading on this
point.

6. The news story statement that Oswald was considered
due to his '"unusual behavior in the USSR, ' is exactly the
opposite of the statements of the quoted memorandum, which
reported the care that should be used if Oswald were approached,
because of his strange conduct.

7. The statement in the news story about Mr. Dulles
consulting with Agency personnel on how to answer questions
is basically true. The interpretation to be placed on this _
counselling will depend on the interpreter. The inference of
the news story is that Mr. Dulles was counselling slanted
responses on the Oswald issue, thereby tending to reinforce
the interpretation of deception attributed to Mr. Helms.

o /’/ﬂ, =
v . /_ ////;/{{14/’122 .

‘// ~“John H, Waller

Attachment:

As Stated

cc: DDCI w/atts
DIG:SD8Breckinricge: js (R 1407} & Octover 1975
Cistribution:
Orig w/atts - Addresses!
w/atts - D‘CI
yfatts - ER
wfatts - I3 Chrono -3~
w/iatis - :
wfatts -

FRRTTS WL A meriee s w g o AsEN T onmyr g
.l . . h= LT, don e
i

. . T et PR K
R P S AP |

-



14-00000

. . / 1 2 ‘ - l s o
) » SIGNAL CENTER USE on(\‘ /? / cf 3 ( ° IS
oMF O 0 - _0- 0 0 0 o S S
( CcRET |
STAFF | | 0200442 DIRECTOR 922257
0 woss ‘DISSEM BY: /5
CONF: (_//égj IMFO:  FILE DA, D/DC/} 0bo3, C_,:,)//{,/_: q 295
. (//U E (D DDO/‘DO/ ' C//,D_,s/&"é 2 O eeruan ro‘ ?Er&
.o . B ’ ' ) . {] : > FILES #
TO: IMMEDIATE '
UNINTEL RYBAT - - o E T
'jvl; AP UI F STORY IN WASHINGTON STAR ON FOIA PL'EA £ OF OSUALD S
‘. b= E
MA ERIAL NAKES FOLLOJING STAIEHENT,UHI&H YOou SHOULD Br AUADF"”ﬁi .‘-.i*

3 > S L LA A 4 ey ..5 YA SRY
rh"v;-.; <o ‘t“ﬁi:.‘f.:-":.al.;fv" T Ik ra ¥ f\‘vé"‘n 3"“"“.-\.—-”’ ""‘

gQure: ,IN SWYORMN TESTIMONY BEFORE THE uAR?EN ’OnHIS TO?w ,'
RICHARD HELMS. THEN A BRANCH CHIEF AND LATEP AtS DLPFCJO e
" SATID THE'AGENCY NEVER HAD OR EVEN CONTEmPLAsED,A\V CON:A ?s., ;o

fi,mtTH OSHALD. .. NEULY RELEASED DOCLNENT+ SAYS UE' SHOer Lﬁ

1

TELL IG"HCL IN EREST IN OTUA‘D AND DLSCUSSESe-n :HF LA”;NG Oﬂ

OF INTEhUIEbS- VND GUOTE. ¥ S
A . /9,9;} ,(/./f) L RN o
E ADO-UE MISCOMSTRUED FPOH SANITIZFD “7”":} PBLE, UF‘JQEE;Z_’_EQIA';

WRITTEN BY rOPﬁFP OFFICER WHO WAS INTERESTED IN POSS? _L¢U$EFQL -

_FO?H«TION OSUALD MIGHT HAVE IN CONTEXT OF SOVIET REALITIES. I

RESPONSE'TQ DCI(CALL TO ALL HANDS TO RECORD UHA&V\CP

T™H
HIGHT BE RELEVANT T0 WARREN COMMISSION INTERESTS. QFFICER'UR@?E.?HZS”*‘:
BENS . LIEAO ' - . R

s T THE CIZX DOES P;cohn BRAMCH LEVEL DISCUSSION BUT STATES THAT
"'3

URITER DOES NOT KNOW WHAT ACTION UAS TAKEN. E-2. ZNPDET.d , *°

OATEL 3, 0CT 7h
i, CHAS.BRIGGS:DCH ; |
M cs1ss “ \

EXT:. . 2,597

:Z>f‘¢a 5%/ L. éi; L e e

Y
\--~ . THVO‘O“u G S”iC"fla A??u
(34 Lr,/ OFFICAN . - COUNDINATING DFFILEAS P iR
.\m-"‘?”w'c‘”'-‘* | © REPRODUCTION BY OTHER THAN THE ISSUING OFFICE IS PROHIDITEN z 2 1snET
[ T v - o 2 o *
& o O R E T - ““BBliﬂv



ARTICLE )lPPEARED(.

ON PAGE__ 2=

£

P

LA

P .
£\ . *;.‘-:. ?r';-‘
S LW SEERRE i .
A\S dd4id 9 dEHx
& 3 252 =
. L e s mte. .ty m _-4-)*‘»
s U R R :;:;.'- K
i A tated Pregs T e A

Contracy to.sworn testmony, ;he
CIA once considered using presiden--s
tial assassin Lee Harvey Oswald 25 as
source - of “intelligence. information.;
about the Soviet Umon. according to .
anewly released CIA docoment. ... - 3

In sworn testimony . before . the"
Warren - Commission,™; for-nen‘CI AT
Diractor Richard. Helms. said the - |
"'venc'/ naver had,“or even contam— :
plated” any contacts With Oswald,

The newly released document

written by an unidentified CIA officer |

tarse days af er President John F.
l’en.-:erly was killed in Dallas on'Nov.
<22, 1843, says that:"we showed mtel- 3

71

A OJW ald.

B H r,..ce m;e eat\ m 0$wald s.*xd “dxs--

P hp umdammod o'fxce. adaod *nah--
*I do not know what action c!aw.u’.ma:d’f
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I’I—C )‘I?HCL, TWAS AMONG hun-:
-deeds of pa°-3~ of. documents. from'
the CIA’s ilson'Lee Harvey Oswald.:
“The ‘material pasireleased ‘{0, The |
‘Ass o..n:ad .Press yesterday - under-.
“the Fresdom of Inforfmation Act, "} 3
A second document -reveals: thatf
" “former’ CIA- Director Allén DL.He:...,
{{ ' while s2rving as.a member:of the-,
il Warzen Conmtssmn pr:vatoly COune-:
{{seled CIA officials on the best way.to |
P answer questions-from -the coramis- -
{ Ision about allegations  that_Oswald
$Iwns 2 CIA Agente. . ma fucin wrtision s 5
I Dulles “tbou,g‘x.. l'm"ua

wmc’w
mada it clear that Lee Hdrvey Os~-
wald vas never an employe or agent

of CIA would suffice,” an unidenti-
fied CIA oificer wrote Helm> in Apn!
19J1 . "'l.'. .,i' LIRS 34 ;',.
“I agree with.him that a caretudj
.phrased denial of the charges of ‘in-|
volvaraent mth Oswald se emad most

. time in summer. 1960.”

© was after tnexrarnval ”

aop"oan ie,”” the umd:’mxnnd omcer
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7 "Ihen he appeared bazore the com:
mxsswn in Nay 1994, Helms, then
_head "of. the. agency's- clandestine
“Services, testified -under-oath -that
i Pthere’s no ;material in- the-Cenlzal
In.elhgence -Agency,’ either .in ‘the’
7records o¢ ia the mind of any of the’
cindividuals;that there. was any ‘cons
“tact had or. even comtemplated thh"

- THENOV. 25 195.». rierio exp}ama
that the aoency s interest in Oswalil
_as a.potential intelligence source was
.dueito. his ‘“‘unusual bzhavior in the
USS"! ” tn WulCh h» had def:ctad m
1959 N o antrggliigaia
We wore parttcularly mterested

n the (d°lF' ed) Oswald might pro~-
“vide on the Minsk f: actory in which he
‘had been emgloyed, on certain sec--
‘tions.of the C!tj itseif, and of course-.
Ave thought.the usuval (deleted) that
“might h'*la d:.ve!op {deleted) person-
;a}lty dossxers, the memo states.>
B2 ;The memo indicates.that Oswald.
Twas also of. interest fo.the CIA. be-:;
‘cause o; concern that hzs Rz.ss:a
T TTWLL REr e
bom mfe, ®arina, r«.r—vh:, have been
.part of a trend for Sov:et women {0
ma-ry foreigners,.leave the country
‘and setile overseas where they could
serve sspxe.». e -
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*THE' m.au?O AuCU:. the agency s |
nter:-*s ‘in>Oswald said the-discus-
‘sions about Oswald occurred "some-
The author}
commued' "I don’t recall if this was:
discussed while Oswald and his fami-}
ly were ea route to our country or xf xt
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